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On the afternoon of Sunday January 22nd, 2012, 
Sarah Magdalen Helwig was ordained by the 
Right Reverend Patrick Yu, Area Bishop, of the 
Diocese of Toronto, here at the Church of St 
Timothy, North Toronto, in the presence of a 
large congregation of her family, friends and 
colleagues.��

From the prelude to the postlude, both played 
with great flourish by pianist and poet William 
Aide, the service was a moving and beautiful 
inspiration for us all. Many of Maggie's friends 
took part in the service.  Michael Marshall who 
was a Curate here at St Timothy’s about 20 years 
ago was the homilist. The closing hymn (#575) 
Let Streams of Living Justice Flow, whose words 
were written by a family friend, brought many to 
tears, as it so fittingly reminded us of Maggie's 
life work of advocacy for those seeking justice. 

Among the gifts Maggie received was a stole 
designed and made by Marybeth D on behalf of 
our congregation. We hope to share some of the 
ideas behind the symbols on the stole in a future 
Timprint. 

We are honoured and pleased, Maggie, to have 
you among us! Congratulations on your 
ordination. 

Janet G 
 

 

Mailing label: 
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My mother had an interest in weaving. She did a few 
small projects. I still have her portable loom, a small 
table top model, suitable for small items like a scarf 
or placemat. I suppose that is why the image of 
weaving finds its way into my understanding of life 
and faith. It is one image that works for me. 

Those who understand colours and the visual arts will 
tell you that the colour of one strand affects the way 
you perceive the strands around it. And the strands 
around it affect the way you see the single strand. So 
if you have a strand of this colour in the midst of 
strands of other colours, that very setting will affect 
how you view the whole.  

In a similar way, we in the church are woven 
together. Each of us has an effect, an impact on all 
the rest. Let’s explore this in two ways, inside and 
outside the church. 

Outside the church, wherever you have been this past 
week, at home, at work, or at play, what you have 
been and done and said as a person, in all of that, we 
have been present because we have been affected by 
our common life together. We have reached beyond 
ourselves out into the world, through you. At the gas 
station, driving, at the hospital, the office, the nursing 
home, wherever you have been you are accompanied 
by the influence of others. We are woven together 
into one great communion.  

For we are not just a group of individuals who 
happen to be together once in a while. We are, rather, 
people who have changed one another. We are not 
just woven, we are blended. 

This means that where each of us is, all of us are – in 
a very real way.  

That’s why we come to church to be changed and to 
be part of a supportive community that helps others 
change.  We come as a community to place ourselves 
in God’s presence and in God’s hands, that the potter 
might change and shape us. Change and shape us into 
God’s agents of change for our world.  

As I write this I am filled with gratitude for what has 
been accomplished with the program Our Faith, Our 
Hope, Re-Imagine Church. I am overjoyed that we 
reached our goal.  I am grateful to the dedicated team 
of people who carried out the program, those who 
visited, called and invited others to participate. I am 
grateful for those who pledged their support for five 
years and helped us surpass our goal. I am grateful  

 

for those who increased support to the parish, through 
pre-authorized giving and envelopes. We are in a 
much better position to meet the challenges of our 
future. 

One challenge we face as a church is that our Church 
School program needs more teachers. We desperately 
need more people willing to educate the children of 
our parish. There are currently a few sharing the 
burden and they will get burnt out if we cannot find 
others to assist. You do not need to know all the 
answers, but be willing to learn with the kids as you 
teach. Please speak to me if you would be willing to 
use your gifts and skills in this important ministry.  

There is another ingredient to this challenge and that 
is we need families to make church a commitment. It 
is difficult to prepare lessons and have only a few 
children show up. I return to the image of the woven 
fabric. When we come to church we witness to that 
which is important to us. Our presence here says to 
others, this is of importance to us.  

When new folks come to visit our church, if they see 
other children, they are more likely to stay, believing 
there are opportunities for the children. If they see no 
children, they may believe there are fewer 
opportunities. 

The same is true for all of us. When we attend church 
we are saying, church matters, more than the 
alternatives. Don’t make church the thing you do 
when there is noting else happening. Please consider 
how your presence speaks to others and strengthens 
the fabric of the church. 

In the process of attending church, we discover others 
have interests and needs that we can relate to and at 
times help with. When we get more involved in 
parish life we discover a place where we can use our 
gifts and skills for the building up of the church, 
helping others and serving God. In giving we receive, 
in being with others, we can use our gifts.  

Interwoven in God’s embrace, we are the church. 
Together we can accomplish more than we can ask or 
imagine. Now is the time to imagine. 

Peace, Greg 
 

Editors’ Note: If you are new to the congregation and 
we haven’t welcomed you here in Timprint, please 
give the church office a call at 416-488-0079 and ask 
Sharon, our church administrator, to add your name 
to the church roll. 
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We're still some weeks away from Lent as this issue 
of Timprint is distributed, but we will be well into 
Lent by the next issue, so I thought that this might be 
a good time to share some thoughts on Lent, and on 
how the church has treated this time of preparation 
for Easter. 

Traditionally, the church has designated Lent as a 
time for “fasting, prayer and almsgiving.” Of these 
three, “fasting” is probably the one we're most aware 
of, but also most confused about. Every year, people 
ask me what I'm giving up for Lent, but we often 
don't have a really clear idea why we're supposed to 
be “giving things up.”  

There's a risk of imagining God as a rather nasty 
disciplinarian who just doesn't want us to have nice 
things, and who feels gratified every time we deny 
ourselves something we want; and I don't have much 
time for that picture of God, which I think is more 
likely to do us harm than good. In more recent years, 
a lot of people have taken up the idea that “giving 
something up” for Lent is about personal 
improvement – eating less junk food, exercising more 
– and while the picture of God as a kind of celestial 
lifestyle coach, who wants us to get into better shape, 
is not quite as damaging, it is still a very limited idea 
of our relationship with God and God's actions in our 
lives. 

The most basic reason that the church has suggested 
fasting or “giving something up” in Lent (if 
appropriate, and it's certainly not appropriate for 
everyone!) is the same reason we receive ashes on 
our foreheads on Ash Wednesday, the first day of 
Lent – to remind us that all the good things in 
creation, and even our own existence, are pure gifts 
from God. To remind us to be grateful. When the 
priest says, on Ash Wednesday, that we are dust and 
will return to dust, it's not meant to be depressing; it's 
meant to recall that we and all the world exist, not 
because of our own hard work or special good 
qualities or anything we can do, but because the God 
of Love made us simply out of abundant love, for no 
reason except so that God could love us, and we 
could love God in return. And nothing we do, or fail 
to do, can change that. Why is there something 
instead of nothing? Love. 

In the same way, if we “give something up” for Lent, 
it is not because “things” are bad, but because they 
are good. Because if we temporarily abstain from one 
of the good things in God's creation, we can be more 

aware, more grateful, more conscious of how many 
wonderful gifts creation contains for us, more 
thoughtful in how we use all those wonderful gifts. 

Compared to fasting, prayer and almsgiving are 
easier to explain. Let's think of prayer as any of the 
multiple ways we can deepen our relationship with 
God in this upcoming season. It may be joining in the 
contemplative prayer sessions which take place every 
Thursday in the nave of the church at 11 am. It may 
be coming to our educational series on Paul's letter to 
the Philippians, on three Sundays in March. It may be 
reading a good book, or making a point of taking 
long meditative walks, or exploring “contemplative 
work” as we talked about with Sister Elizabeth Ann 
last fall. 

As for almsgiving – it's an old-fashioned word, and 
it's associated with a kind of condescending charity 
which we as a church are trying to move beyond. But 
Lent should be a time when we try to become more 
aware that we are all needy and dependent, upon God 
and upon each other, and that, because of this, we 
must respond with empathy to the needs of others. 
We can respond to the very real material needs of 
many people who live in poverty in this wealthy city, 
by giving some of our money or our time to 
organizations like St George House or The Stop or 
Moorelands, or by preparing food for our own 
community lunches or knitting warm scarves and hats 
for our guests, but also by taking part, as some 
parishioners have recently done, in visits to 
politicians to talk about how we can work together to 
become a more just and compassionate society. And 
at the same time, we can respond to emotional and 
spiritual need, for both at St George House and at our 
lunches, our own presence, our sharing in 
companionship and conversation, is as important as 
the food which is served.  We can also try, during 
Lent, to be more aware of the needs of those closest 
to us, our families and friends and neighbours, to 
slow down for a few minutes, to talk or to be silent 
together. Sometimes this can be our almsgiving, the 
giving of ourselves to someone who needs us to be 
there. 

Let's think about these things, then, as we move 
closer to Lent. Each of us will have to think about 
what's most appropriate to our own situations, as they 
change over time; but with these ideas in mind, 
maybe we can create for ourselves a quietly fruitful 
time of preparation, as we wait for Easter and the 
return of spring. 

         Maggie 
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     Farewell Crystal!       Christmas Kitchen Prep �

Christmas Kitchen Ham on a Bun 

Christmas Kitchen Silent Auction 

Famous Ham on a Bun Lunch! 
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Julia Elizabeth Michelle T 
daughter of Rob T and Cathy G 

�

Callan Lytton H, son of Nicole H 
with godparents Lisa B and David F 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Joshua Alan J 
        son of Stephen J and Stephanie R 
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          Another superb Advent potluck…  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                Ken B reads A Christmas Carol 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

  It sounds like Christmas!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

The best pageant ever!  It IS Christmas! 
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You’re all familiar with the 
Christmas song, The 
Twelve Days of Christmas. 
To most, it is a delightful 
nonsense rhyme set to 
music. But it had a quite 
serious purpose when it 
was written. 

 

Catholics in England during the period 1558 to 1829, 
when Parliament finally emancipated them, were 
prohibited from any practice of their faith by law – 
private or public. It was a crime to be a Catholic. 

The Twelve Days of Christmas was written in 
England as one of the “catechism songs” to help 
young Catholics learn the tenets of their faith – a 
memory aid, when to be caught with anything in 
writing indicating adherence to the Catholic faith 
could not only get you imprisoned, it could get you 
hanged, or shortened by a head – or hanged, drawn 
and quartered, a rather peculiar and ghastly form of 
punishment. 

The song’s gifts are hidden meanings to the teachings 
of the faith. The “true love” mentioned in the song 
doesn’t refer to an earthly suitor, it refers to God 
Himself. The “me” who receives the presents refers 
to every baptized person. The partridge in a pear tree 
is Jesus Christ, the son of God. In the song, Christ is 
symbolically presented as a mother partridge which 
feigns injury to decoy predators from her helpless 
nestlings, much in memory of the expression of 
Christ’s sadness over the fate of Jerusalem: 
“Jerusalem! Jerusalem! How often would I have 
sheltered thee under my wings, as a hen does her 
chicks, but thou wouldst not have it so…” 

The other symbols mean the following: ** 
2 Turtle Doves = the Old and New Testaments 
3 French Hens = Faith, Hope and Charity, the 
Theological Virtues 
4 Calling Birds = the four Gospels and/or the four 
Evangelists 
5 Golden Rings = the first five books of the Old 
Testament, the “Pentateuch” which gives the history 
of man’s fall from grace 
6 Geese A-laying = the six days of creation 
7 Swans A-swimming = the seven gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, the seven sacraments 

 
8 Maids A-milking = the eight beatitudes 
9 Ladies Dancing = the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit 
10 Lords A-leaping = the ten commandments 
11 Pipers Piping = the eleven faithful apostles 
12 Drummers Drumming = the twelve points of 
doctrine in the Apostle’s Creed 

*   An edited version of an article on the Catholic 
Information Network website. 
**  It is suggested that this tale is made up of both 
fact and fiction. 

        Ron P 
 

Note: Every year since 1984, PNC Wealth 
Management determines the cost of buying all 364 
items in the song. In 2011, the cost was $101,119.84 ! 

         Mary K 
�
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A Welcome Visit from Boun at the Christmas Kitchen 
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What a wonderful surprise it was to see Boun, our 
sexton, and his family at our Christmas Kitchen! A 
little over a year ago he became very ill. His ability to 
lead a normal life seemed out-of-reach. Following 
several surgeries, therapy, the dedication and love of 
his family, his strong will, determination, the prayers 
of family and many friends, Boun is now able to take 
part in daily life. He continues to grow stronger each 
day.�

Boun and his family came to St Timothy’s in the 
early 1980s – he as sexton, under the tutelage of our 
then rector the Rev. Canon Peter Gratton and his late 
wife Ruth, and wardens Dr. Lynn L and Sam H. 
Boun also became a very reliable, capable and 
respected member of the congregation. 

May the spirit and the love of God continue to watch 
over him and his family.  

        Irmgard and Sam H 
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The choir hopes that you enjoyed the special music 
we presented over the Christmas season. For the 
Service of Lessons and Carols, Brainerd wove 
Benjamin Britten’s 'A Ceremony of Carols' amongst 
the readings and hymns. It was during a trip by ship 
from America back to Britain in 1942 and a short stop 
in Halifax, Nova Scotia that Benjamin Britten came 
across a book of medieval poems. He set some of 
these poems to music during the long sail back to 
Britain.  

You might have noticed a new anthem amongst those 
sung during the Dickens 'A Christmas Carol' service, 
and again on Christmas Eve: O Magnum Mysterium 
by Morten Lauridsen (1994) 

The English words are: 

O great mystery and wondrous sacrament, that 
animals should see the new-born Lord lying in their 
Manger!  

Blessed is the Virgin whose womb was worthy to bear 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Alleluia! 

In composing music to these inspirational words about 
Christ's birth and the veneration of the Virgin Mary, 
Lauridsen sought to impart a transforming spiritual 
experience within what he calls "a quiet song of 
profound inner joy." He wanted this piece to resonate 
immediately and deeply into the core of the listener, to 
illumine through sound. 

$��4����	�������
The choir is already planning for Easter and is hoping 
to sing the Passion according to St John by Heinrich 
Schütz on Good Friday. We also plan to present a 
choral concert in May. 
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We thank Jeremy for his contributions in the choir this 
fall and wish him every success in his future. He is 
leaving us to work at the Shaw festival. Jeremy is a 
singer and actor known for his unique versatility of 
genres. Ranging from opera, musical theatre, jazz, 
pop/R&B, gospel, and classical art song, he has been 
noted for his musical and theatrical interpretations. He 
recently completed his Bachelor of Music degree at 
McGill University’s Schulich School of Music and 
has performed in a variety of staged performances 
including leading roles in The Drowsy Chaperone, Le 
Nozze di Figaro and Hair. Jeremy has been a soloist 
for a number of contemporary ensembles including 
the soul and pop influenced a cappella group, 

 
 Soulstice. In the summer of 2011 he was a guest 
soloist for the Elvis A-Z concerts with Gregory 
Charles for the Festival Mondial Choral. He was also 
featured as a gospel soloist for the Alberta Honour 
Choir and Festival 500 in Newfoundland, Canada 
where he first met Brainerd. Jeremy also currently 
sings with the Nathaniel Dett Chorale.  

Rosie M 
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Fifty people, thirty-
two dogs, one 
lonely cat, two 
clergy and one very 
nice organist 
survived our recent 
service.  Greg 
individually blessed 
each animal with a 
little prayer, and for 
those who couldn't 
come, a little 
blessing was given 
over a picture. 

������������������������������������������������������������������������

Maggie's homily was very insightful and we share a 
few of her thoughts. 

"Perhaps, when we declare the reality of God's 
blessing upon these animals here, we can also use it 
as a way to tell all of God's non-human creation that 
we, the most difficult among his creatures, the most 
likely to go astray from our intended purpose, are 
sorry.  So we do this; we touch them and tell them 
that they are loved by God, though in their way they 
know this better than we do, because they know that 
life is good, that it is good to sleep and eat and make 
noises and sniff other animals and just go on living 
their proper creaturely lives.  All things, all creatures 
are from God, and are good, and are blessed.  For us 
to ask God to bless these very good creatures is at 
best to acknowledge something that already exists." 

It really is wonderful to see all these dear animals 
getting along together.  

Thanks to all who came out this evening and brought 
their four-legged creatures.  It was also nice to see 
many visitors from our community attend this 
service. 

Liz H 
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In November, a very successful clothing drive was 
held. A large number of items of winter clothing for 
men, women and children were donated. In turn, 
these were delivered to New Circles Community 
Services. This not for profit organization is primarily 
a clothing bank for clients living in Flemingdon Park, 
Thorncliffe Park and Victoria Village. Some eighty 
clients each day turn to New Circles for new and 
gently used clothing. 

In December, we were "adopters" for Moorelands 
Christmas Sharing Program. Gifts for seven children 
in three families, grocery gift cards and financial gifts 
supported the Christmas Sharing Program. 

Gifts of each resident's choice were purchased for the 
residents of St George House. St Timothy's continues 
to provide a monthly dinner for the residents of St 
George House. This is similar to our monthly 
community lunches, but in this case, we take a dinner 
to St George House. If you enjoy helping with the 
community lunch, consider committing to 
participating with a couple of other parishioners to 
provide a dinner for the residents of St George 
House. Please speak with a member of the Outreach 
Committee, if you are interested in learning about 
what is involved. 

Stone Soup cooks with January speaker Dylan M  

On January 15th, a Stone Soup was held in support of 
Schools for the Children of the World: Canada.   
Dylan M, volunteer President, spoke about the work 
of the organization and $500 was raised for SCW 
from Stone Soup donations. Our next Stone Soup will 
be held on February 19th for Toronto Urban Native 
Ministry. 

Thank you so much for your support of St Timothy's 
outreach activities. As always, new committee 
members are very welcome. 

Linda G, Outreach Committee  
 

#���������#���������$��!��
Thank you to everyone who helped out with our 
Christmas community lunch! We served a hot turkey 
dinner to about thirty-five guests, a large increase 
over previous months. Some were familiar, others 
were new to the church, but everyone enjoyed a good 
hot meal, a time of warmth and companionship, and 
an assortment of small practical gifts and tasty 
goodies to take home. 

Special thanks to Anne D for cooking the gargantuan 
turkey, and to Greg for carving it in the magnificent 
and appropriate headgear provided by Iditha K; and 
thanks as well to the St Andrew's Group and to the 
seniors' group at the Anne Johnston Health Station, 
who knitted a selection of hats, scarves and mittens 
as Christmas gifts for the guests. 

As the meals continue to grow, and as we become 
more aware of some of the needs in our 
neighbourhood and beyond, we are looking into other 
ways of making the experience good and helpful for 
those who come. In November, a health visitor from 
the Anne Johnston Health Station came to talk about 
healthy eating and diabetes prevention and 
management (basic diabetes education kits are now 
available in Maggie's office), and we will continue to 
provide warm knitted items and grocery coupons. 

We're also very pleased that one of our most 
vulnerable guests, who had been without housing, has 
been given a long-term room at Portland Place, a 
downtown supportive housing project where another 
of our regular visitors is already living. 

We expect the number of guests to continue to grow, 
and we always welcome volunteers! You can cook 
food at home and bring it to the church, or help with 
food preparation and serving on the day, or be there 
to chat with our guests and provide a welcoming and 
sociable environment – all are important jobs. Please 
talk to Maggie or to Linda G about getting involved. 

Maggie  
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All are invited to come to the 
St Andrew’s Group’s Annual 
Luncheon and Card and 
Games Afternoon to be held  
on Wednesday�March 14th6�������

�������������������������������Tickets available soon! 
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The “Blossoms” have had a busy fall! Each autumn, 
the Stephen Lewis Foundation has a Dare Campaign, 
with many Grandmother groups taking part in the 
Dare to Dine component.  Our very successful event 
combined highlighting World AIDS Day on 
December 1st with a Dare to Dine evening. “ A Wing 
and a Song” at The Right Wing Pub on Yonge St. 
featured wings and other pub food, plus singing by 
the Bilge Rats (aka John A and the Morris Dancing 
men).  This was a fun evening and raised $1700 for 
the African grandmothers. Thanks to everyone who 
supported us.   

In addition to our own events, we had several 
opportunities to sell our various greeting cards – at 
The Christmas Kitchen, Saint Clement’s Christmas 
bazaar, the Give a Day event at the Stikeman Eliott 
law firm and at a new grandmother group’s inaugural 
wine and cheese event. Some of us also took them to 
work and to other social events, with a very good 
response. We are always looking for new venues to 
sell our cards, but don’t feel you have to wait for a 
special event to purchase them. We always have 
cards available! As well, we are now selling the CDs 
from the Tricia/Trisha concert, L’invitation au 
Voyage for $20.00 and we have a new book, 38 Ways 
to Entertain your Grandparents, suitable for 
grandparents (or for children to give to their 
grandparents!) available for $14.00.  

The Old Orchard Blossoms grandmothers and 
“grandothers” meet on the last Sunday of the month 
at St Timothy’s at 7.30 pm.  New members are most 
welcome.    

                       Mary K 
�
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The Old Orchard Blossoms raised $1700 for the Steph en 
Lewis Foundation at their “Dare to Dine” pub night o n 
November 29 th  which featured music by the Bilge Rats.  

�
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Plan to attend the 
Lenten Educational Series: 

3 Sessions  with the 
Reverend Dr John Hurd 

on 
Paul's letter to the Philippians, 

in the Marsh Room 
after the 10 am service, 

Sundays, March 4, 11 and 18. 
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Back by Popular Demand! 

�������������
are invited to reserve the date 

for our annual gastronomic delight 
at 5 pm on Feb 18, 2012 

in Soward Hall. 
Reserve your spot 

by signing up on the bulletin board 
opposite the office. 

 

 


